WEEK 7: FEBRUARY 9-16
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP LESSON

MEETING AGENDA

-------- 1. OPENING PRAYER - Ask one person to open the meeting in prayer.
0— 2. GROWTH QUESTIONS - Ask everyone the Growth Questions.
g:z)l 3. ATTENDANCE- Take attendance through the DG Attendance System.
4. TODAY’S LESSON - Go over this week's DG lesson.

5. GIVING - Encourage everyone to give on the App.

6. CLOSING PRAYER - Ask for prayer requests and pray.

GROWTH QUESTION #1 GROWTH QUESTION #2 GROWTH QUESTION #3

Who would like to share a What did you learn from What was your most
highlight, praise report, or this week’s sermon? important accomplishment
estimony from this week? this week?

NO ONE IS TOO FAR GONE!

TODAY'S PASSAGE:

Acts 9:1-2 (NLT) - 1 Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was
eager to kill the Lord’s followers. So he went to the high priest. 2 He requested letters
addressed to the synagogues in Damascus, asking for their cooperation in the arrest
of any followers of the Way he found there. He wanted to bring them—both men and
women—back to Jerusalem in chains. 3 As he was approaching Damascus on this
mission, a light from heaven suddenly shone down around him. 4 He fell to the ground
and heard a voice saying to him, “Saull Saull Why are you persecuting me?” 5 “Who
are you, lord?” Saul asked. And the voice replied, “| am Jesus, the one you are
persecuting! 6 Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must
do.” 7 The men with Saul stood speechless, for they heard the sound of someone’s
voice but saw no one! 8 Saul picked himself up off the ground, but when he opened
his eyes he was blind. So his companions led him by the hand to Damascus. 9 He
remained there blind for three days and did not eat or drink.
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INTERACTIVE QUESTION

What did you learn from what we just read?

N\ INSIGHT #1
PASSION CAN BLIND YOU! (V. 1-2)

* Saul, later known as Paul, was passionate about preserving and protecting
Judaism, not out of hate or malice, but from a deep sense of duty to God and his
people.

* Like most of the Jewish ruling class, he believed that Christianity was a dangerous
cult threatening to destroy the purity of their religion.

* He truly believed he was doing the right thing by attempting to stop the spread of
Christianity, but his passion blinded him to the truth of who Jesus really was.

* Even the most passionate and enthusiastic believer can be led astray if we are not
careful to humbly study God's Word and listen for His instruction.

INTERACTIVE QUESTION

Can you think of a time when you were passionate
about something, only to later realize you were wrong?
What did you learn from that experience?

N\ INSIGHT #2
GOD'S GRACE SAVES US! (V. 3-5)

e DEFINITION: Grace (charis): unearned or unmerited favor

* In other words, it's not something that we deserve or earn by hard work or doing
the right thing.




* But God graciously intervened in Paul's life, offering him the opportunity to use his
passion to preach the Gospel and save souls instead of imprisoning and hurting
others.

* His experience of grace was something he never got tired of telling others about.
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV) - 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no

one can boast.

e After experiencing God's grace, Paul's bold preaching and encouragement led
millions to embrace faith in Jesus.

* His conversion story is still one of the most powerful examples of God's desire to
graciously save and show mercy to the world.

INTERACTIVE QUESTION

If God could show grace to Paul, what does that say
about the people in our lives who seem “too far gone?”
How should this shape the way we pray for and interact

with them?

N\ INSIGHT #3
HUMILITY COMES BEFORE HONOR (V. 6-9)

Proverbs 18:12 (TLV) - Before ruin a person’s heart is proud, but humility comes
before honor.

* Paul’s first encounter with Jesus humbled him in many ways. He was blinded, left
helpless, and needed to be led by the hand by the men who were with him.

* Paul sat blind and helpless in Damascus for three days, praying that God would
forgive his misguided passion and save him.

e God thoroughly humbled Paul to prepare him for a ministry that was fully
dependent on Jesus Christ.
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Philippians 3:8 (EASY) - Yes, now that | know Christ Jesus as my Lord, that is the
most valuable thing. Nothing else is important at all. | have thrown everything
else away, so that | can serve Christ. All those other things are like dirt to me. |
think about them like that, so that | can have Christ.

* Paul’'s humble beginnings became the starting point of a world-changing ministry
that we still honor today.

INTERACTIVE QUESTION

Have you ever experienced a time when you were
humbled before experiencing growth or success? What
did you learn from it?

CLOSING QUESTION

What is one thing from today’s lesson that you will apply
this week?

GIVING

Giving generously cultivates an attitude of gratitude that profoundly
enriches our own lives and the lives of others.

2 Corinthians 9:11 (NLT)
Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And

when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God.

Encourage everyone to give their tithes and offerings.
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QUESTION #1
Who are you praying

for to be saved?

PRAYER
&

QUESTION #2
Who can you invite to

the next meeting?

&

QUESTION #3
What are your prayer

requests?



